
 
  

Removal Action Overview  
    The Department of the Navy (DoN) is undertaking a Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act 
(CERCLA) removal action to remove and dispose of the napalm stockpile at the Fallbrook Detachment. The removal action is being taken 
to remove the potential for release of harmful levels of pollutants to the air which may result as the aluminum napalm canisters continue to 
degrade over time. Removal and disposal activities began in the spring of 1998. All processing of napalm canisters is scheduled for 
completion by spring of 2001.  

    The removal process involves On-site Demilitarization & Separation: napalm canisters will be decrated, punched, drained and shredded 
to result in three waste streams, wood, napalm, and aluminum; Containerization and Manifesting: napalm will be containerized in 6000 
gallon tankers, aluminum in 55 gallon drums, and wood in 40 cubic yard steel boxes. All applicable state and federal manifesting 
procedures will be followed; Transportation: will be conducted in accordance with US Dept of Transportation regulations and will occur by 
truck from the Fallbrook Detachment to a Marine Corps Base Camp Pendleton railhead and then by rail to treatment facilities, and finally; 
Treatment and Disposal: treatment of the napalm and aluminum wastes will occur at GNI, a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(RCRA) Subtitle C permitted facility located in Deer Park, Texas. GNI will blend the napalm into alternative fuel for use as a substitute fuel 
at various cement manufacturing facilities. Treatment of the aluminum will occur by solvent cleaning. The clean aluminum will then be sent 
to a commercial smelter for recycling. Disposal of the wood will occur at a Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Subtitle D 
permitted facility in Hohenwald, Tennessee for use as an alternative fuel in an industrial boiler to produce steam. The steam  powers a 
rubber vulcanization facility that makes rubber hoses 
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